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				A Faster Way to View PDF Files
	 Rick
	1 min read



For years, most of us have used Adobe’s free Acrobat Reader, later named Adobe Reader, to view PDF files. PDF stands for Portable Document Format and is the easiest way to distribute files and forms to many people without worry about compatibility. Like most commercial software, Adobe’s product used to be small, fast and work well. Since version 5 (now they are on 8), the product has become as bloated as many other big name software packages today. It remains free, but will plague your system with slow performance and lots of many irritating automatic updates.

Today, a Windows 98 customer of mine was having trouble with his Adobe Reader versions 5 and 6. After doing some research, I remembered a small, free program called Foxit PDF Reader that does exactly what Adobe Reader does but in an extremely small package. The Foxit download is barely over 2 megabytes which is just 1/10th that of Adobe’s 22.3 megabyte behemoth.

If you are looking to get better performance from your PDF reader software, give Foxit a try. It works for all Windows versions from 95 through Vista.
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										February 27, 2010 at 3:39 pm									
								
							

									
								

								

						
							Rick:  I am using windows xp, with foxit reader and cannot get several files to open with foxit reader. Screen comes up cannot launch adobe reader.  So far have not been able to down load or change file wanted to open.

How do I change this ??

													

						
					
				
		
					
						
						
							
								Rick
								
									
										March 10, 2010 at 9:15 pm									
								
							

									
								

								

						
							Not sure why you would have problems, but you can get the free Adobe Reader by going to Adobe.com

													

						
					
				


	
					
						
						
							
								Computer Service, Lake Geneva, WI
								
									
										May 25, 2010 at 11:21 am									
								
							

									
								

								

						
							Yeah.  Foxit is a great tool for PDFs.  Even on much better machines than the Win98 boxes.  I’ve been using it on XP, Vista, and 2000 for a long time now.  

I’ve often wondered what Adobe is thinking, making the Adobe reader so cumbersome.  If you’re trying to propagate a technology like the Portable Document Format in order to sell your higher-end products, like Acrobat, why make the entry point (Adobe Reader) so bulky and slow?  

Whatever.  I don’t work in the marketing department at Adobe.  Maybe I should.

Cheers, 

karl A. Krogmann
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										May 31, 2010 at 2:09 pm									
								
							

									
								

								

						
							Thanks for the comment…totally agree as well. I do have to say that Adobe 9 is faster than past versions, but FoxIt is still my preferred reader.
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							Will FoxIt Reader work on a MacBook Pro version 10.6.8 to fill out forms that can be filled out. What is the cost for the download. Thank you
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										May 13, 2013 at 12:49 pm									
								
							

									
								

								

						
							There is not an Apple version of the software, but Mac users do NOT need it. The Preview program built into every Mac has great annotation tools already.
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Donate today if you found some helpful information!
			


	Choose a coffee level FIRST, then click the coffee mug!
	Espresso Shot $1.75
5 shot Americano $5.00
Pound of coffee $11.00
Coffee for a month $30.00
Espresso Machine $75.00
Barrista Lessons $100.00
All of the above $250.00
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Connect With Rick on Twitter!
			



		
Share with your friends and family on Facebook!
			HelpMeRick.com - Computer help for beginners & those who support them.
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